ou find yourself
Ysearching through
pages and pages of

online marketing to find that
dream equestrian property;
some fit the bill but are out of
budget and some have little or
no facilities - could you get
planning to upgrade these?
When considering buying
property which will be used for
equestrian pursuits, what
should you look out for?

If you are looking to add
equestrian facilities to a property
such as manéges, stables, horse
walkers, canter tracks, for
instance, you will need planning
permission. There are several
planning implications that you
would be wise to consider,
particularly if you find yourself
looking to buy a non-equestrian
property, as there is a big

difference between equestrian
use and agricultural use.

Local Planning Authorities
(LPAs) can differ in their
approaches to assessing
applications, so it's worthwhile
taking time to research the
likelihood of getting planning
permission for your chosen
proposal.

All the usual considerations
when choosing a property
should be taken into account
from a practical point of view
such as location, access,
facilities, stabling, hacking
opportunities, fencing, security,
water and electricity supply, soil
type and drainage; but when
looking to develop or enhance a
property and adding equestrian
facilities there are several
considerations:

1. Do your homework -

ANGELA CANTRILLIS A
CHARTERED SURVEYOR AND
PLANNING CONSULTANT AT THE
RURAL PLANNING CO, ONE OF
HER SPECIALISMS IS PLANNING
FOR EQUESTRIAN FACILITIES.

if you are looking to install and
add equestrian facilities, look at
other applications which have
been successful, or not so
successful, in the area and
identify why; then you can
decide on what aspects will be
important for submission of
your application. I would
suggest that an approach to the
LPA is made only once you have
done the research and have a
strategic plan of how you

propose to develop the property.

2. Public rights of way
(PROW)~— it can be great
having a bridleway through or
near the property so you can
access hacking locally but do
consider the potential frequency
of use by other users. If the
footpath or other PRoW is a
special/historic route, this may

impact on an LPAs planning
decision.

3. Access - how you get to
and from a property and the
traffic generated is likely to be an
important planning aspect,

Two important
messages to take
away are:

1) Do your homework early
and take advice before
approaching the LPA

2) Do some strategic
thinking, particularly if the
property is in the green belt or
has any other designations
which might impact on the
success of planning
applications - identify what is
there already; can it be re-
used or replaced if necessary?

depending on whether you
would like a private facility or to
operate a riding school, for
instance. Depending on the
severity, if you need to drive
along a single-track road with
poor visibility from the access
onto the highway, it might be
worthwhile getting a
professional opinion before
committing to the property.

4. Designations - whether
the property is in, or near, any
special designations, such as an
Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB) or Green Belt
(GB), or other historic or
environmental designations, will
impact on how the LPA decide a
planning application. As a rule of

thumb, a GB designation sets a
very 'high bar’ on applications,
where any new structures are
likely to be resisted by an LPA,
however, the re-use of a building
could receive more support and
if new agricultural buildings are
erected, could the use of these
be changed at a later date?
Certain designations are
available to view on
https://magic.defra.gov.uk from
which you should be able to
identify what designations
potentially affect the property.
For more information on
planning for equestrian facilities
visit www.therural
planningco.co.uk

ritish equestrian
riding surfaces
manufacturer Martin

Collins Enterprises Ltd would
like to assure past, present
and future customers that
their CLOPF fibre is safe and
environmentally friendly.
The Environmental Agency
recently confirmed they are
withdrawing the automatic
allowance for the use of
shredded waste carpet in
equestrian surfaces.

Martin Collins Enterprises Ltd

do not use waste carpet in their
world renowned performance
fibre, CLOPF, only virgin material
is used. This ensures the product
does not have contaminants
that may come from using post-
consumer material. The fibres
used have been Laboratory
analysed for Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POPs) which are
chemical substances that may
pose arisk to health and the
environment.
www.martincollins.com

HAYGAIN®

STALL

A unique ORTHOPAEDIC, PADDED and
fully sealed stable flooring offering

superior comfort and protection.

When you actually walk on the product, it
sells itself straight away.
- CHARLOTTE DUJARDIN

OLYMPIC, WORLD AND EUROPEAN CHAMPION

Complete with a 6 year warranty
ensuring long lasting performance.




